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Foreign Film Evenings
Grazie mille to those who joined us at the Northern Light Cinema on Monday for what was a
very interesting film. Lazzaro Felice was magical, intriguing, beautiful… and disturbing.
Worth a viewing if you did not see it. Thanks also to those who brought canapés. Delizioso!
Tuesday 28 May
We hope you’ll be able to join us for the last film of the season
La mafia uccide solo d'estate
(The Mafia Kills Only in Summer)
Tickets £5 are available online from Northern Light Cinema.
Doors open at 6.30pm.
Varallo Questionnaire
Thank you for your responses to our recent Questionnaire about our links with Varallo. We
have now collated them and your thoughts have shaped how we plan to move forwards.
While there is much enthusiasm for developing the friendship with Varallo, there are also
some members who have some justifiable concerns about WTA’s capacity to meet the
additional demands that adopting a third formal Twinning partner would bring.
Taking those concerns into consideration, the model we will seek to develop will be on a
smaller scale than that with Die and Frankenau, visits to Wirksworth will be held separately
from the traditional 3-way visits and there will be fewer visitors.
We plan to send Varallo an Outline of our proposals for a model for a formal Twinning
relationship, and at the same time we will extend an invitation for a small delegation to visit
us to discuss these proposals in detail. Ideally we would like the visit to coincide with our Art
& Architecture Trail on 8 and 9 September.
We will of course keep you up-to-date with developments.
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WTA at Wirksworth Carnival 2019
Monday 27 May – Millers Green, procession departs at 1pm.
I mentioned in the last Newsletter that we’ve chosen the Italian
Carnevale as our theme this year and we’re inviting you to dig
out any masks, wigs, black cloaks you might have and join us
in Wirksworth’s Carnival parade. For a bit more background to
the Carnevale as it is celebrated in Varallo, please see below
Judie Taylor’s account of the activities that she and other
Twinners enjoyed during their visit to Varallo in March.

Carnevale activities http://www.carnevalevarallo.com/
“We discovered the word
Carnevale means the end of
meat eating and some of the
activities focused upon this. On 'Wood' day we followed
Carnevale King and Queen, Markantonio and Cecca, their
courtiers and a brass band as we paraded through the town
and over the bridge to the nearby Crevola - a trip into what
was once Napoleonic territory. We drank spiced wine and
sampled the delicious crispy pancake like biscuits,
chiacchiera, in various small squares where we also watched the 'courtiers' dancing.
When it was time to make our way back across the river, we
each carried a piece of wood to symbolise the paying of a toll once necessary in former times to return to the Italian side of the
river. The wood then became the fuel to cook the traditional
Paniccia - huge 'cauldrons' of bean and meat stew, which are
cooked and shared with members of the community - also
symbolising that everyone on that day is equal and they eat the
same shared food. There were queues of hundreds waiting with their pots and containers to
take the stew back home for their families.
Chris Whittall in his role as mayor was invited over by the mayor of
Varallo, Eraldo Botta, to have a first taste of the stew with the carnival
King and Queen, and to have photos taken.
Other Carnevale activities included a masked ball which some of
us went to with our various masks and wigs.
We also followed the parade with people in cloaks carrying lighted
flares to watch the burning of an effigy of Markantonio. This took
place on the bridge in Varallo on Wednesday evening and
signifies the death of the carnival.”
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Italian Language Learning
You might be interested to know that there is an Italian language class run by the WEA on
Wednesday afternoons from 13.00 - 15.00 at THE MILL, Lodge Lane, Derby, DE1 3HB [near
The Five Lamps and easy to get to by car or bus].
The course running from September is for students who have a little knowledge of the
language. It is not suitable for beginners or fluent speakers. The teacher is a native Italian
and focuses primarily on speaking and listening.
For a friendly chat about the course from a WTA member who already attends the class, feel
free to ring Judith Hickman on 01629 824837 or email judith.hickman@w3z.co.uk.
The class will be advertised on the WEA website from about the middle of June. You can
enrol and pay on this website also. Alternatively, ring the WEA Office at The Mill on
01332 291805.
We’ve also been made aware of an Italian conversation group that meets in Matlock on
Mondays. Again, this is for people who already speak some Italian, rather than for beginners,
although the lady leading the group does provide some grammar teaching. If you’d like more
details contact Sue at wirksworthtwinning@gmail.com.
Visit to Frankenau 20 to 24 June
You might be forgiven for thinking that it’s all
about Italy at the moment, but our friends in
Frankenau are preparing to welcome 35
Wirksworth Twinners and a similar-sized group
from Die for this year’s 3-way visit. We’ll be
helping them celebrate the 777th anniversary of
the founding of Frankenau and we look forward
to telling you all about it on our return.

Community meal in Louisendorf, near Frankenau
May 2016

Conversation group
Monday 17 June

French conversation class at 7.30pm
Please contact Rae Lewis on 01629 824549 for further details.

Twinning Coffee Morning at the Farmers’ Market Saturday 6 July
WTA will be at the Farmers’ Market in July again this year, raising funds for activities during
host visits. Please put the date in your diary and come along to support us if you can. If you
have an hour to spare that morning to help serve teas and coffees, or could bake a cake, that
would be much appreciated.
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And finally…
AGM 2019 Friday 15 or Friday 22 November
If you can, please keep both these dates free for this year’s AGM. We will confirm in due
course.

For more details about any of the above please contact:
Sue Cunliffe, wirksworthtwinning@gmail.com 01629 822124 or 07979 331179

Like us on

Please help us raise funds for free when you shop online.
Look for Wirksworth Twinning Association on the homepage:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
easyfundraising is a simple way to raise money for WTA when shopping online with over 2,700 retailers. If you join,
they'll give a donation every time you buy something, at no extra cost.
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